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Development of Lightweight Foamed TPV Glass Runs
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Abstract

In recent years, environmental measures have been progressing by improving fuel economy of
vehicles and reducing CO, emissions. In those situations, the weather strip products also have been
required lightweight and energy reduction at production processes.

As the measures for lightweight, regarding opening trim weatherstrips we developed the
lightweight products by changing the micro foamed materials from the solid materials and by being
thinner for the metal carriers, and have mass produced. On the other hand, regarding glass runs we
developed lightweight products by using thermoplastic elastomer instead of EPDM, and are mass
produced. However, it has been delayed further development for lightweight. At the same time, in
the production processes, we shortened drastically length of the production lines by switching to TPV
lines from existing EPDM dense rubber extrusion lines and have already achieved energy reduction.

Here, we introduce outline regarding the lightweight form glass runs which are expected to be
used widely in the future, and describe our concept regarding contribution by weatherstrip products
aiming to a low-carbon society.
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