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Development of Far-Side Airbag for Front Seat

Takeki Hayashi”, Yuji Matsuzaki
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Abstract

With the recent spread of airbags, traffic fatalities have decreased. However, the rate of decline in
side collision fatalities has been smaller than that of front collisions.

No device has yet been developed to protect front seat occupants from injuries during side
collisions, either between the driver and the passenger side of the vehicle when only the driver is on
board, or between the driver and passenger when both are on board.

In an effort to minimize traffic fatalities, we focused on protecting occupants from the above injury
modes. We have developed and completed commercialization of a front seat far-side airbag that
operates at the vehicle's center. The story of the development is reported herein.
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